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Abstract

A survey was conducted in five prefectures with similar road environments and rates of traffic accidents. The
regionality of drivers’ safety awareness in Kagawa Prefecture was explored through a comparative analysis of
Kagawa Prefecture and the other prefectures. The results revealed that the gap in safety awareness between
drivers was larger in Kagawa Prefecture than the other prefectures. This gap in safety awareness was particularly
large between superior drivers and offender drivers. It was found that this characteristic only applied in Kagawa’s
Takamatsu, Chusan, and Seisan regions. To prevent traffic accidents, it is thought to be essential to implement
safety education as a priority for beginner, offender, and license-revoked drivers—who have low safety
awareness—and to fill the gap in awareness between superior and general drivers. Further, it was suggested that
it is possible to transform driver behavior through manipulation of the road environment and traffic regulations.
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